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Greetings from the MN NRCS State Conservationist, William Hunt

As State Gnservationist for NRCGSinthe great st ate of Mnnesot a | can | ook back at
2004 wth a geat ded of pride ad satisfaction. In patiada, | vadd like to thak
each and every one of you for the excellent teamwork spirit you have exhibited this

375 Jackson St e, Site 600 past year .

Sint Paul, MN 55101
(651) - 602-7856

htt p: // views: . i cs. usda. gov Qr localy led process continues to be poverfully ef fective in dl 91 NMnnesat a il

and Water Gnservation Dstricts This has opened the door to greater opportunity
for nore farners than ever before to recelve federal farmprogrambenefits The
result has been nore and better conservation applied to our Mnnesot a | ands than
ever before.

p Ry

-'1'" * Area and State G fices dfs cotinue towork dosdy wth fidd of fice enpl oyees
* Ao throughout Mnnesota Thisis inportant as we need to nake sure the field of fie
*ﬂ* enpl oyees are equi pped wth the right infornation and tod's to performtheir jobs.
"a e Your tine and ef fat s are appreci ated.
~

e

‘?anﬂ"' Qver 84,000 hours were recorded in Earth Team Vol unteer hours for Mnnesot ain
2004. Qntinue to be on the ook out for ways that we can include these val uabl e
peope in or o fices.

h August 26, 2004 Mnnesot a was honored to have the very first Gonservation
Security Program (C3) contract signed in the country near Vernon Genter,
Mnnesot a at the Janes and Peggy Pahl farm Qur Mnnesot a NRCS enpl oyees
and Partners worked tirelessly to nake the resuit s of the Bue Earth Rver CP
Wat ershed a positive outcone and a nodel for the nation. Thanks to al of you
and your ef fat s we succeeded. Failure is never an option for the high perforning
conservati on partnership teamin Mnnesot &

W LLI AM HUNT
Stat e onservati oni st
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35,000 Acre Glacial Ridge National
Wildlife Refuge to Preserve Tallgrass
Prairie and Wetlands in NW Minnesota

Thirty-five thousand acres of wetland and tdl gass
prariehedit a in Mnnesat a have becone the Nation' s
nevest National Wdife Refuge as aresult of the action
taken on Qrtober 12, 2004 by Interior Secret ay
Gle Norton and US FHsh and Widife Drectar Steve
Willians, noving forvard the nation’ slargest tdl gass
prairie and wetland restoration prgect inour Ntion s
histary.

To date, the Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP) has
provided funding to restore 13,000 acres of wetlands
at Gacial Rdge on both land owned by private
[ andowners and the Nature onservancy. WRP isa
programadnini stered by the USDA Natural Resour ces
nservation Service.

Lef t-Rght WIliamHrt, State onservationist, Fon Nargang, MN
State Drector for the Nture Qnservancy, Gvernor Tim
Pawenty and Secret ary of Internior Gle Norton

Keep your mind open to change all the tine.
Wedconeit. Qut it. It isoly be exannng ad
reexanmni ng your opinions and ideas that you can
progr ess. - DALE CARNEG E

True enthusiasmis nade of two pats: eagerness
and assure. Be excited about sonething and
exqress cafidence inyour ability tohandeit. Thet's
all enthusiasmt akes. Have those two feelings about
a proect, and your enthusiasmw/!| be dangerous
cotagos. Yaill haveit. Qhers wil knowyou
have it. PRetty soon, theyll haveit, too. Geranteed
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USDA ANNOUCES SECOND WETLANDS
RESERVE ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM
PARTNERSHIP

Minnesota Project to Restore 7,250 Acres
to Prairies and Wetlands

M nnesot as application to becone the second st ae
inthe Ntion to patidpate in the UEDAs Wl ands
Reserve Enhancenment Program (WREP) was
annouced on Qctober 25, 2004 at the Mnnesot a Stae
Capitol. Mnnesot a Governor Tim Paw enty and
Agricul ture Deputy Unhdersecret ary for Natural
Resources and Environnent R Mick Gay nade the
annoucenent during an event in St R to hidligt
the partnership that wil accd eraethe st ae s wetland
restoration ef fat s. Governor Paw enty and the
M nnesot a Board of Water and Soil Resources in
partnership wth NRCS State Gnservationist Wlliam
Hunt, subnitted an application to the NS earlier in
Cct ober, 2004

The targeted restoration funds wll focus on
approxi natel y 7,250 acres throughout M nnesot a
Gal s and regi ons i ncl ude:

3,000 acres in the five Presidentialy Declared Hood
Dsaster unties of Dodge, Faribault, Freeborn,
Mower, and Steele Gunties in southern Mnnesot a
1,750 acres along the Red Rver of the North nain
stem 1,500 acres in the Buf fal o- Red R ver Wt er shed
innorthwestern; and 1,000 acres in the Gand Mrais
Qeek Subwvat ershed in northwestern M nnesot a

Qt ober,
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Qultural Resources Training at Deep Portage by
Pat ri ck MtLoughlin

Qver 60 NRCS enpl oyees conpl eted Qul tural
Resources during a week in Septenber. The
training was held at the Deep Rort age

Envi ronnent al Learning Genter near Hackensack.
Raticdpats not only learned about NRCS Qul tural
Resources Policy and Procedures, but al so about
the prenistory and early history of Mnnesat a
Bveryone was able to observe a Hintknappi ng
denonstration, conplinents of Gant Gltz, og
tine Mnnesot a Acchaed ogist. The fidd trip inc uded
avisit totw previously excavated prehistoric
archaed ogical sites, including one near South Hke
Bay in the Ghippewa National Forest, as well as a
stop at the hippeva National Forest Hstoric
supervisor’'s Hmishstyle log structure vas bult in
1936 by the Qvilian Qnservation Qrps and Wrk
Fgect Admnistration |aborers.

Phot o Gont est - 2004 t hank you!

This past year MNNRCS had a digita photo contest.
Throughout the last 12 nonths we have had several
of our enpl oyees patidpate. W ae gaeu for
your eagerness to patidpate and cert ainly hope
that you consider patidpainginthe 206 dgta
photo contest.
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Last Acre Cerenony Held Near Ml aca, Mnnesota
Gt ober 19, 2004

The Last Acre Qerenony was a day of celebrationin
Mlle Lacs Qunty. It sigifiedtheend o sol napng
for Kanabec and MI | e Lacs Gunty Soil Survey ef fat s
Cerenoni es such as these provide an opportunity for
NRCSto tell others howinport at sal surveys are for
the citizens of their couty ad certany avey far il
Sietists and other NRCS enpl oyees to let others
know about the good we do on a daily basis wth the
peopl e in our counties where ve |ive and work.

Mre infornation about Soils in Mnnesot a can be found
on our MN NRCS web pae Takethetineto checkit

Jerry Gorton, Soi
Kanabec and MI| Lacs QGunty Soil Survey

Qrvey Project Leader for the

http://wwv. nm. nres. usda.gov Qick inon Soils
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SOUTH FORK ZUMBRO FLOOD CONTROL
PROJECT OFFERS LESSONS TO FUTURE
ENG NEERS by Karen Buckl ey

ROCHESTER, MN —For over 10 years, a class of
civil engneer student s fromthe Lhiversity o

M nnesot a have studied the design of actua flood
contra structures. Recertly, thisyear's dass, wth
the guidance of technica stdf fromthe Natud
Resour ces Qonservation Services in Rochester,
toured South Fork Zuntbro R ver PL566 Wt ershed

praect.

BEngi neering and funding for flood contrd of the
South Fork Zuntoro R ver were provided by the
Nat ural Resources Qonservation Service under the
Public Law 566 Wit ershed Protection and H ood
Prevention Program

Hstory of the South Fork Zumbro Wt ershed

P qj ect

InJuy 1978, just afewdays af ter an al ready heavy
rain event, a nore concentrated rain event occurred
from Dodge Gounty to Wnona Gounty. The
heaviest band of raintotaded a 7' just south and
east of the Rochester area resulting in extensive
danage. Thetribu aries of the South Fork Zunbro
Rver include Bear Geek, Slver Geek and
CGascade Greek. The crest est adlished a record of
2.6 fest. Hve peopelost ther lives, and $79
milion in property and infrastructure danage
occurred. Four of the five were killed when they
vere trapped in a nursing hone on Bear Q eek.
This flood pronpted the proposal for a najor flood
cotro prgect. NS adongwththe US Arny
Corps of BEngineers and the Gty of Rochester,
tackled this Rgect & acost of $92 mllion

The South Zunbro PL566 Wit ershed project,
conpl eted in 1995, has six flood control dans and
one nul ti-purpose dam The river banks in
Fochester al so were changed fromdirt to rip-rap
and cenent valls. “The goal of the South Fork
Zunforo Rver project was to of fer flood pratection to
Rochester agai nst a 200-year recurrence interval
flood evert ,” said DCave Qyeland, Dstrict
Gnservationist for NRCSin Qnsted Gunty.
Approxi natel y 200,540 acres within the watershed
are apat o thepgedt. Nearly two-thirds of
Rochester lies wthinthe floodplain forned by the
South Fork Zunbro Rver and it strilit aies.
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This year, Uof Mstudent s studied the KR7
structre The KR7 structure is located in Section
25 of Kalnar Townhi p and inpounds a tribut ay o
the South Fork Zunbro Rver. Rob Fonocki, Area
BEngi neer for NRCS spoke to the class during a two
hour tour of the watershed project. “NRCS
constructed seven upstream i npoundnent s thet are
reduci ng the desi gn di scharge by 16%to 35%on
theriver ad tribu aries. Gven the recent heavy
rans ad floodngin Austin and Abert Lea the
study of this structureistindy and rel evant to these
student s.” Fonocki sai d.

Origins of Food Day Held in Farmington
Located just east of Lakeville and south of Appl e
Val l ey and Rosenount, Mnnesotais afast growvng
suburb wth strong agricdtura roat s - Farnangt on.

Once known as a “village of farns”, Farnington has
changed due to urban spraw. Uhderst anding the
inport ance that agricutural has in a conmunity,
Farmngton mdd e school s recently hosted their
second annual “Qigins of Agriculture’ Day. The
event has becone the largest Agricultura Education
Doy inthe State Student s had the opportunity to
visit loca farns and attend six of over 40
present ations in the schod .

Mchelle Whl ers, Dstrict Gnservationist, Mitthew
Schaar, Soil Gnservation Technician and Julie
MicSnai n, Public Afars Specidist represented
NRCS at the Qigin of Foods Day.

Q@tober, Novenber, Decenber 2004



Canby Creek Project completed at Stone
Hill Regional Park near Canby, Minnesota

Canby, Minnesota —Severa |ocal sponsors of
the recently conpleted facilities prgect near Ganby,
M nnesot a show cased their end result s to severd
NRCS enpl oyees near Canby, Mnnesot a on Fiday,
Qtober 22, 2004 Dring the fall of 2001, Lac qui
Prle- Yellow Bank Watershed Ostrict approached
the N\GS on the possibility of adding facilities to
Del Qark Lake which would provide people wth
dsadlities access tothe lake far fishing  The
project consisted of three naj or conponent s

e A designated parking area consisting of
three van-accessi bl e parking lanes for
peod e wth dsabilities.

o |dlaiond afletingfisningpe ond
Qark Lake. The pier was nade avail abl e
through an agreenent wth Mnnesot a DNR
and Lac qui Parle- Yel | ow Bank Wt er shed
Darid.

e |mgdlaion of cocrete pat hways between
the parking area, restroons, fishing pier,
and picnic padsite

The construction and project plans were conpl eted
around January, 2004 and construction was

conpl eted during June 2004 for approxinately

$56, 000, which was equal |y divided between NRCS
and the Lac qui Parle Yel |l ow Bank W\t er shed
Darid.
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WillianHnt, State nservationist for Mnnesot ain
NRCS has viewed this conpl eted project as his
nost favorite project he has seen conpl eted during
his career wth NRCS This project will now open up
the doors of opportunity for nore people to enjoy

the recreational opportunities that Dl QGark Lake
provi des in SWM nnesot a

L-R Jim Axel, NRCS State Office and Paul
Bridgeland, Area Engineer visited the
completed fishing pier

Qtober, Novenier, Decenter 2004



FIVE MINNESOTA WATERSHEDS INCLUDED
IN HISTORIC EXPANSION OF THE
NATIONAL CONSERVATION SECURITY
PROGRAM

Five Minnesota watersheds are among
the 202 watersheds across the nation eligible
for participation in a historic new program
designed to reward farmers for long term
stewardship. On November 5, 2004 a special
CSP media event was held at the Dan and Cara
Miller farm near Spring Valley, Minnesota. NRCS
Associate Chief Merlin Bartz shared with those
assembled the five Minnesota CSP watersheds
which were selcted for CSP roll out in 2005.

“As an agency, the mission of NRCS has
been to help farmers and ranchers address
conservation problems, such as soil erosion, and
improve water conservation,” said William Hunt,
Minnesota State Conservationist for the Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) “The
CSP represents a whole new direction in
conservation and agriculture policy and
programs. CSP will make payments to approved
participants for demonstrable long-term
stewardship and will reward many of those who
undertook conservation on their own initiative
to care for the resources we share.”

More information will be posted regarding
CSP over the next few weeks. The MN NRCS
web site will contain information which will be

e e I _— Y

' ;&l-ﬁx gsota!

KEY for the roll out of the CSP watersheds in
2005. Merlin Bartz, Assistant Regional NRCS
Chief made the Minnesota annoucement of the
selected CSP watersheds at the Dan and Cara
Miller farm on Nov 5, 2004.
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“Treating People with Dignity and Respect”
by MN NRCS Civil Rights Chair, Amy
Stratton

S how do we treat people wth dignity and respect?
Treat others as they vant to be treated  Ask if you
don't know the proper way soneone wants to be
addressed or how they wsh to be treated. Wen
vworking wth disabled clients or co workers the
followng Business Tips edited from Respect the
Dsabled web site (http://wwdtruere ) nay help.

Mike certain the aisles in your business are wde
enough so that a personinawheel chair or wth a gui de
dog or canine assistant can get through. DO sabl ed
peopl e ought to have the sane free access to your
busi ness as every other custoner .

Mike certain your business conplies wth all ADA
(Aericans wth DOsabilities Act) requirenents fa
di sabl ed parki ng and access zones. The ADA website
dfers free naterias for dowl cad whi ch give specific
engi neering and construction specifications for
di sabl ed parki ng and access zones. Ala o conpani es
fail to provide the access zone next to what di sabl ed
parking space they do provide. There are over 25
mllion dsaded peogde in Awrica.

Do not let non-disabled custoners park in dsaded
parking spaces or access zones. Your disabled
custoners deserve equal access to your business.

Keep notorcycles and bicycles from bl ocking the
access zones and sideval ks in front of your business.
Miny tings a person in a wheel chair or who uses a
Qui de dog or cani ne assi st ant has their access bl ocked
by notorcycles or bicycles on the sidewalk to a
busi nesses front door .

Wien you are dealing with a disabled client or
custoner speak directly to the disabl ed person. Deal
drectly wth the disabled person you are treating or
doi ng business wth. Dbing otherwse is considered
rude and unprof essi onal .

Q@tober, Novenber, Decenber 2004



Robert Marthaler, Johny Appleseed of
Conservation

By Jerry Purdin, DC Pipestone

Our Local newspaper, in their write-up on
Robert Marthaler’s recent retirement,
coined him as the ‘Johnny Appleseed’ of
conservation. After the article came out in
the paper Bob actually claimed being in
tight with Johnny and planting many of the
apple trees we now enjoy across the great
state of Minnesota.

Bob arrived in Pipestone County in 1966.
Prior to working in Pipestone County Bob
was a District Technician in Stearns County
for 21/2 years (1964-1966). Prior to this
he had served his Country in the Army,

spending part of his tour in Germany.

Bob was honored earlier this year by receiving
the Gvil Sarvat of the Yewr Avard fromthe
Federal BExecutive Board of Mnnesot a

Inorder to fully appreciate his acconpl i shnent s

one needs to sinply junp in the pick-up truck and

drive through the Northern and Eastern pat s d
F pestone Gounty. Hehes left alegacy of
conservation on the land in the formof sedi nent
basi ns and grassed waterways. Bob under st ood
that throughit al o end goal wvas to get
conservation on the land.  That’ s what natters
adtha’ s wat wll conserve our resources for
the long-term

Qurrent Devel opnent s
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Hs cotribuios tothis Agency in terns of
buldng trust wth or diets and conpl eting
quality conservation prgect s have been noted.
Hs sense of excitenent for the job (even af ter 40
years) and sense of hunor wll be missed here.

Bob retired fromthe NRCS on Septenter 3,
2004. Hs friends and fell ow co-vorkers gave
hima royal roasting on the evening of Septenter
2™, Nike Appel recognized Bob for his over 42
years & 2 nonths worth of Federa Service. It
was a special evening , and one that none of us

wll soon forget.

Begin Again

Every day is a fresh beginning, Every morn is
the world made new, You who are weary of
sorrow and sinning, Here is a beautiful hope
for you, --A hope for me and a hope for you.

Every day is a fresh beginning; Listen, my
soul, to the glad refrain, And, spite of old
sorrow and older sinning, And puzzles
forecasted and possible pain, Take heart with
the day, and begin again.

-Susan Coolidge
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Area 1

Dennis Johnson is retiring from NRCS

Dennis Johnson wll be retiring fromNRCSin the
very near future and

we asked himto

share his history it! m
and career wile | '
vworking wth SCY
NRCS  Denni s,

t hank-you and best
w shes in your
retirenent from
everyone in Aea 1

M career st atedin

Larinore North

Dakota as a WE Ater severd years | was hired
as the Sl nservation Technician in Devils
Lake. | worked on Channel A the channel
comecting all the lakes Nrth of Devils Lake. |

al so conducted a survey on the natural outlet for
the lake

| was chosen for the Upvard Mbility Programand
ended up going to ND8UJ while working in the
West Fargo Held Gfice pon graduation | vas
set toKlldeer, N Wth ny background as a
technician wth engineering skills, | vas put to
work doing just thet.

Ater Klldeer | becane the Dstrict Qnservetioni st
in@rrison NDand later transferred to
Gooperstown N Wi | e worki ng i n Gooper st own
| vas nobilized inthe B Arny from9-12-1990 to
7-30-1991 and served in (peration Desert Shiel d/
StormiProvide Gnfiort in Saudi Arabia, Kuvait
and Irag.

| vas of fered the Mihnonen H el d d fice position
and now af ter over 3B years o service | wll be
retiring on Decentoer 30, 2004. | leave behind a
great bunch of people who | have enj oyed worki ng
wth and for. | renenier the good ol d days and
howit was before Food Security Act, nany can't
renenfber anything but. Wen it is your turn, you
wll al so renener the good ol d days. You tun
wll cone sooner than you think. Turn around and
isthere God | uck!

Prepared by Dennis Johnson, DC Mahnonen
Qurr ent Devel opnent s
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Per sonnel News

New hi r ess

Wel cone to our newest enpl oyees, sone
already on board and sone st arting in Decentoer .

Amanda Jepson, Soil Gnservation Technician,
began working in Ada in nid Qctober. Ananda is
a graduate of North Dakot a State University wth
an enphasi s in range nanagenent and a North
Dakot a retive

Wel cone to Hdon Fye who started his duties as
a Sil OGnservation Technician in Park Rapids
thisfdl aswdl. Hdnis dsoagadete o
NDSU with an enphasis in range nanagenent
and hails fromNorth Dekot a in the western
portion o the st ae

Sely Mcke wil be wrking in the Bgley fidd
dfice as a Sl Gnservation Technici an
beginning in md Decenber. Selyis agadete
of the Uof M Duluth wth coursework in vater
quality and environnent al studes ad is a native

o that area as ve|.

Uof M Qookston graduate Ncol Bennett wil |
begn his duties as Soil Gnservation Techni ci an
in Roseau in md Decenber. Nad’ s najor area
of study was in natural resources and he grew up
in the Newol den area

Wel cone back to Donna Qi stianson, our
accounting technician. Dbnna worked for us a
fewyears ago in the Penbina Trail RXD of fice
before noving to the Twn Gties, pursuing
coursevork in accounting, then on to Arizona and
now back to Mnnesota Doma wll dsostatin
m d Decenber.
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Area 2

Wet Fall Makes Field Work Difficult in
Grant County

The rain started in early September with 1.5
inches just as the grassed waterway had been
constructed but not seeded yet. The next
week, the earthwork contractor repaired the
waterway where it eroded so that it could be
seeded. The seeding contractor was still able
to seed, mulch, and crimp the waterway by
the seeding deadline. However, another
storm dumped more than 2 inches of rain
that night and ripped another gully down the
middle of the waterway again. This would be
just the beginning of a long, wet, frustrating
fall for Grant County farmers. A total of 6-8
inches of rain fell in September and another
2-3 inches fell in October.

Too much rain, cool temperatures, and
nothing growing to use any moisture caused
the fields to become and stay saturated
throughout the fall. Combines with tracks
and/or rear-wheel-assist were in high
demand as farmers were desperate to harvest
their fields. Many of those that did left ruts
as deep as 2 to 3 feet deep across the fields.
Many other farmers are still waiting (as of
Thanksgiving) for the soil to freeze so they
can get across frozen ground to harvest their
crops, especially soybeans. As of mid-
November, 80-90% of soybeans in the
western half of the county were still in the
field where as in the eastern part of the
county where it has more rolling terrain, 80-
90% of the crops are harvested now.
Especially impacted were the sugar beet
farmers who left approximately 2000 — 2500
acres of sugar beets in the field unharvested
in Grant County as the sugar beet plant
would not accept them due to too much mud
and poor condition. As of Thanksgiving about
50% of the corn was harvested county-wide.

Mbst peopl e cannot renentber a year in which there
was so nuch corn lef tg anding during deer hunting
season. This caused the deer harvest to be | ess
frut fu dsa
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The wet conditions al so had an i npact o
conservation project s inthe couty. Qly 1
producer was able to install his underground outl et
for his vater and sedinent control basins. Hwever,
even he was unable to build the dikes due to wet
sal codtias. Al the VIRP wetland restoration and
EQ P erosion cotrd prgect s vere put on hd d urtil
next year and the grassed waterway at the
begning of this story still hes a guly dom the
mdd e that wll have towait util next spring to be
repared

Prepared by Bob Koltes, DG H bow Lake FO

Personnel News

New hi r ess

Aeall is happy to announce the hiring of Jemnifer
Hansen as our new Accounting Techni cian.

Jenni fer began her new duties with NRCS on
Novenber 15t h.

Ivan Reinke has been hired as the new SCT in the
Wadena FO begi nning on Novenber 29th. [van
was working for the Wadena SWD and was their
lead technician for the past 7 plus years.

Lenore Marken has been of fered and has accept ed
the Witland Bd og st position and wll begn her
new duties st arting January 9, 2005. Lenore brings
miti-st ate experience to the position as well as
both public and private wetl and work experience.

H bow Lake SCT, Brent Gl brandson, was narried
on rtober 9th. WA cone to narried life, Bent!

Qtober, Novenier, Decenter 2004



Area 3

Indigenous Renewable Energy Project
by Steve Kluess

The I ndi genous Renewabl e Energy Project is
an innovative partnership o privae pldic, and tribd
entities that creates an economcally viable and
environnent aly friendy light industriad pak A
boefineryisthemainst ayd thsprget. Thisrefinery
wll provide heat, steam coding, and hot vater to
pover theindustrial pak The park wll have a “green’
generation systemto enable private conpanies to
produce their products. Qe driving force behind this
project is the Native Anerican phil osophy of
har noni ous coexi stence by not danagi ng the natural

sur roundi ngs.

The noney generated fromsales wll be
re¢ ained wthin the local area and econony.
Fovidng the industrid park wth bi onass froml ocal
wood waste streans and other local ly grown and
harvested bi onass sources drives this concept.
B onass fromharvested brush lands, tinter sale
slash, and other wood product nanufacturing
facilities wll provide the rawenergy needed. The
John Deere 9 ashbundl er t akes fornerly wasted
logging slash and bund es it into 28 inch dianeter,
10 foot long logs that can be stored in the woods
until needed by the bionass power plant or refinery.
Bundl ed I ogs can be easily transported by
conventional |ogging equi pnent and | caded onto
sem trailers for over-the-road hauling. Each bund e
isthe equivaent of approxinately 28 gal ons of
petroeum Borefineries and other processi ng
facilities can uilize these logs to creste dectricity,

hydrogen, and other synthetic fuels and product s

The John Deere Slashbundler takes formerly
wasted logging and slash and transforms it into
bundles to be used at a biomass refinery for

Projects such as the Indigenous Energy Project.
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Student s at the Lhiversity of Mnnesat a
DUl uth, tribal colleges, and seven area conmunity
col leges wll have a hands-on teaching and | earni ng
center for job training in renevabl e energy and
pover systens. Qurriculumfor these prograns is
under devel opnent at this tine.

The nmai n partners include Laurertian ,
anegozi e, and VESM N RCG&D Counci | s,
I ndi genous Energy Partners, Mnnesot a Agroforestry
Qoperative, Lhiversity of Mnnesot a Extension
Service, Uhiversity of Mnnesot a Dl uth,
Departnent of Natural Resources- Forestry
Dvision, NRC5 National Renewabl e Energy
Laboratory and a host of tribal etities.

The John Deere Slashbundler is making progress in
the northern woods for the biomass project.
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Area 4

Reach for the Stars 4" Annual Girl’s
Conference on Non-Traditional Careers
By Melanie Dickman, Soil Conservationist

Ml anie Dckman, Soil nservationist, Wite Park
recetly patidpated in the “Reach for the Stas’ 4™
Avnud Grl’ s nference on Non-Traditiond Greers.
The conference was held Novenber 4, 2004, in St
Coud Thisevent vas opentoal 6%, 7", and 8" grade
dgrisinthe St. God aea Approxinately 20 grls
patidpated in the conference.

The conference is designed to provide our future
| eaders wth an opportunity to | earn about awde array
of careerstypically nontraditional to wonen (less than
25 percent of the enployees in the field are wonen).
The girls had an opportunity to dial ogue about i ssues
such as getting your first job and post secondary
educati on options.

A the conference, Mianie inforned the girls about
her education, NRCS pay scale and benefits daly
work activities, and vhy she chose her career. Mianie
al so provided hands on experience by identifying
grasses and wldfl overs wth the studentsinafidd
that has a native grass planting that was designed by
NRCS.

Awar ds:

John Gelin, Booklyn Gnter AO— Mnet ay —
Technical assi st ance provided to the Bue Earth
Wat ershed during the Qonservation Security
Program (C3) sign-up for FY-2004.

George Montgonery, Stillwater — Non Mnet ary-
Technical assi st ance provided to the Bue Earth
Wat ershed during the C3P signup for FY-2004.
Andy Porupsky, Jordan — Non Mnet ary — Techni cal
assi st ance provided to the B ue Earth Wt er shed
during the C3sign-up for FY-2004.

Patrick Ghling, Foley — Non Monet ary — H fat sin
providing training and sharing their work experience
wth the 2004 Student Interns.

Qaig Reterson, Booklyn Genter AO — Non
Monet ary— H fat s in provid ng training and

sharing experience wth the 2004 Student Interrs.
Steve Sllnow, Waite Park — Non Monet ary — B fat s
inproviding training and sharing experience wth the
2004 Student Interns.

Stan Weéndl and, Jordan — Non Mnet ary— H fat sin
providing training and sharing experience wth the
2004 Student Interns.

Kristie Mck, Stillvater — Non Mnet ay Award and
Gtificae o Appreciation — Dedicated ef fat to
conservat i on.
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Mchel le Vehl ers, Farmington — Non Monet ary—
Hfats in assisting wth the i npl enent a&ion o
conservation prograns wthin Dakot a Gounty.
Mitt Schaar, Farnington — Non Monet ary — H fat s
inassisting wth the i npl enent ation of conservation
prograns wthin Dakot a Gounty.
Mchael Vasquez, Booklyn CGater AO — Non
Monet ary— Extra ef fort as Sfety ordinator in FY-
2004.
Edward Misi el ewicz, Hk Rver — Non Mnet ary—
Efats in inplenenting conservation prograns in
Anoka, Hennepin, and Sherburne Gounty.
Jarry Anderson, Hk Rver — Non Mnet ary— H fat s
in inplenenting conservation prograns in Anoka,
Hennepi n, and Sherburne Gounty.
Steve Sllnow, Waite Park — Non Monet ary—
Cntribution, tine, and ef fort inthe conpletion of a
successful EQP si gnup.
Mel ani e D cknman, Wiite Park — Non Mnet ary—
Cntribution, tine, and ef fort inthe conpletion of a
successful EQP si gnup.
M chael Hermmann, Wite Park — Non Mnet ary—
Cntribution, tine, and ef fort inthe conpletion of a
successful EQP si gnup.
Geor ge Mohrhauser, Wite Park — Non Monet ary—
Cntribution, ting, and ef fat inthe copeiondo a
successful EQP si gnup.
Lee Zabinski, Waite Park — Non Mnet ary —
Catribution, tine, and ef fort inthe conpletion of a
successful EQP si gnup.
Dave Acheson, Wite Park — Non Monet ary —
Cntribution, tine, and ef fort inthe conpletion of a
successful EQP si gnup.
Isadore Thielen, Wiite Park — Non Mnet ay Award
— @xtribution, tine, and ef fort intheconpletion of a
successful EQP si gnup.
Bmly VA f, Wiite Park — Non Mnet ary —
Cntribution, tine, and ef fort inthe conpletion of a
successful EQP si gnup.
Sarah Sevel |, Waite Park — Non Mbnet ary
Cntribution, tine, and ef fort inthe conpletion of a
successful EQP si gnup.
Dakot a SWCD — Gxtificde o Appreciation — H fot s
inassisting wth the i npl enent ation of conservation
pr ogr ans
Stearns SWD — Grtificae d Appreciation —
Gntribution, tine, and ef fort in the conpletion

of a successfu EQP si gnup.

New hir ess Hani Nyuyen, Soil onservation Technici an
(WAB), Brooklyn Center, EMD 10/3/04
Aty Robak, Soil Qonservation Ald (W), Foley, ECD

10/ 31/ 04
Qtober, Novenier, Decenter 2004



Area 5

Area Gfice Mves
by Mchael D Appel, ASTC (FO

We are slowy getting oursel ves used to the idea
that we have noved to a newlocation wthin the city
of Mrshall. For awile, sone of us drove tothe
pia dfice before it registered that we had noved.
We were at the dd address for nearly 19 years.
There were only two of us who nade that nove in
1985, Karen Bakke, and Mke Axpd. Ala o faces
have cone and gone in those years. The nost
significant change in the dd location vas the 1985
FarmB || which brought GRP and the Sod and
Snanpbust er provisions. W had wetland teans
that spent nonths |ooking at photos and delineating
vetlands, teans that did HA deterninati ons using
soil survey infornation and area of ficest d f thet
assisted in severd fidd o fices during heavy GRP
si gnups Those days are fortunately pagd. This nove
vas the result of outgrowng the dd location. W
fed that the newspace wil adequately neet our
needs hopefully for the next 10-20 years. Sone of
us von't be around for the next nove. Viat wll the
legacy be of the newlocation, BQP, CSP or sone
aher intiaive yet toberdled ou? W are located
at 800 East Miin SQuite 400, next to Hy-Vee grocery.
Stop in vhen you get to town.

Qurr ent Devel opnent s

0 NRCS Matural Resources
L — Conservation Service
Awar ds

.Those that assisted on the Bue Earth Rver CP
vere g ven franed Qxtificates of Appreciation from
Bll Hrt. A sead onthe certificate read “C3 2004
Srvivor, Bue Earth Watershed’, how appropriate.
.Several perfornmance awards were subnitted and
recipents wll be recogized later.

Per sonnel News

.David Vog, Sil Gnservation Technician in
Mdi son got narried this past nonth. W wsh the
coupl e the best of |uck.

.Karen Bakke, although not a new enpl oyee, w ||
be converting to the new U [ITSstdf This
change was ef fective Novenber the 29", W w sh
Karen good luck and wll keep her desk full of work
orders.
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Putting Geen (pens Frst Nne Holes

Putting Geen Ewironnent & Adventure Park
ogered their first nnehdesthisfdl. The mini gd f
course hol es, designed by students in the NewUm
area, are based on current environnent a issues.
For irst ance, one hole i s designed to teach about
how nuch pol lution can get into the river through
the stormwater system

The park is geared to bl end educati on and
recreation. Each of 18 miniature golf holes wou d
festwre an interactive learning st ation pronoting
sust ai nabl e resource use.

A indoor learning center wil include a classroom
and | aboratory wth a “green” store and concessi on
¢ and selling environnent dly-friedy product s and
heal thful snacks. Mnnesot a netive plant s wll ke
groan in gardens and al ong park wal k ways. The
col |l aborative prgect includes indviduds ad
famlies, organizations and agencies, business and
industry and youth wth adu't nentors. Youth serve
on the board of directors, devel oped the busi ness
plan, designed nminiature golf hoes, buildings and
[ andscapi ng and woul d operate and naint an
Riting Geen. Three Rvers RG&D Gouncil has

\ i : and grant witing
501(c)3. NRCS has
. The Park is located
mted hous this fal,

d for spring 2005.

USRS SR PR R [

B ke and canoe rent &
Rver pier wth nenitoring st ation for hands on
scietific investiggtion

Inepdive river tral

al kways
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Awar ds

The folowng individua s received CP certificates
for their coomtnent and hard work during the C3P
si gnup.

Ryan Kruse, Jason S cknann, Steve Breaker, Kig a
Qson, Meghan Lene, Traci Mest, Larry Shmdt
Yamka Stokes, Bue Earth Gounty SND Mrtin
Gounty SWID, and Faribault Gounty SWD

Pat Bay received recognition for her leadership wth
the Brth Team Vd unteer Rrogramwth a certificate
Steve Becker, Area Engi neer, received atine of f
avard for providing preci se technica assist ance.
Doug Ml ler, Aea Sl Sientist, receved a
certificate of appreciation for his consistent and
tindy edts and updates in the NAS S system

The fol | ow ng enpl oyees recei ved non-nonet ary
keepsake avards for their hard work and extra ef fat

inreporting progress into FRS

Mke Tadar, DG Wl

Jeff Korness, OG Qivia

Geg Tennant, DG 9 eepy Bye
Dennis Reiners, DG @ encoe
Fillis Bey, DG St. Janes

Ken Luttner received a barn jacket for gving visitors
fromJapanatar o df ferent practices.

Personnel  News

New Enpl oyees

Phoukham “ Pooh” Vongkhandy new Dstrict
onservationist in Minkato My, joined area 6 on
Novenber 1, 2004.

Yami ka Stokes, Dstrict Grservationst, in St. Rer,
¢ arted on Novenier 15, 2004.

Goreen Brenke, Accounting Technician located in
Aea Gfice wll begnher career wth NRGS on
January 10, 2005.

Lpon graduation, Josh Bork, vill ¢ art on January
10, 2005 as a Soil onservationist in Wllirar .

Rtiring After 38 years with NRCS, Larry Schmidt is
retiring!

Congratulations Larry!!
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EARTH TEAM VOLUNTEER GAINS
VALUABLE EXPERIENCE WITH
ROCHESTER FIELD OFFICE

Jessi ca Wi s knows what she vants ad isnt
dradtovaktoge it. These qualities guided her
to the Rochester NRCS Held G fieethsfdl to
inguire about vol unteer opportunities.

Jessica, asenar at the Uhiversity of Wsconsi n
Rver Falls, vanted to gain sone additional

experi ence before graduating in Decenber. She
conpl eted an internship wth NRCS in Mchi gan
ths past sunmer as a soil scientist, and vanted
sone experience working in a field of fice learning
vhat DG, Soil Gnservationists, and SCIs do
Her class schedu e and a friend living in the
Rochester area al l owed her to be avail abl e every
Friday, so she cot acted Dave (opel and, District
onservationist. Dave signed her up as an Earth
Teamvol unteer and she’ s been assisting the of fie
every Fiday since early Septenber, assisting wth
laying aut, surveying,
and st aking terraces
and grassed

vat ervays. In
addtion, she
assisted st d f wththe
Gty of Rchester in
devel opi ng several
brochures to inform
| andowners how to
protect fens near
their devel opnent s
This project enabl ed
her to earn

i ndependent st udy
cedts through the
Lhi versity.

Jessi ca has a ready accepted a position wth
Mchigan NRCS and will begin her NRCS career in
January. It has defintdy been a ntud ly
beneficial experience in the Rochester FQ

Prepared by Dave Qopel and, DG Rochester FO
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Personnel News

Promotions

Dan Gunderson was recently converted fromthe
Federa Gireer Intern Programto Gareer
nditional and he was al so pronoted fromGs
06 to G5 07.

Hol ly Kestel oot was pronoted fromG 05 to G5
07 ef fective Novenber 28, 2004.
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Julie MacSwai n

Riblic Afairs Specidist

375 Jackson St., Site 600

Saint Paul, MN 55101
(651)- 602 7859

PI ease send comment s

and suggestions to:
juli e. nacswai n@m. usda. gov

Visit us on the web at:

WWW. . nr cs. usda. gov

Current Developments

is published quarterly.

Articles for the next issue are
due March 11, 2005

The US Departnent of Agriculture (UBDY) prohibits dscrimnationinadl its
prograns and activities on the basis of race, color, national orign, sex, reig on,
age, disability, pditica beiefs, sexud oientation, oo narita o famly st atus.
(Not all prohibited bases apply to all

prograns.) Persons wth disabilities who require alternati ve neans for

conmuni cati on of programinfornation (Braille, large print, audi ot ape, €etc.)
shoul d cont act USDA's TARGET Center at 202- 720- 2600 (voi ce and TOD) .

Tofileaconplaint of discrinmmnation, wite LHDA Drector, Oficedof QGvil Rgt s
Room 326W Wiitten Building, 14th and | ndependence Avenue, SW Washi ngton,
DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TOD. WHEDA i s an equal
opportuni ty provi der and enpl oyer.
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